ABSTRACT. Twelve species of Megalota are reported from the Neotropics; four of them (M. platanillana sp. n. from Mexico, M. belemana sp. n., M. lacertospina sp. n. and M. bahia sp. n. from Brazil) are described as new.
INTRODUCTION
Megalota was described in the subfamily Olethreutinae by DIAKONOFF (1966) for three Oriental species. Then he (DIAKONOFF 1973) re-described this genus, including six Oriental species in it, and in another paper (DIAKONOFF 1981) one Madagascan species. HORAK (2006) characterized this genus and listed two Australian species. This genus is pantropical and certainly abundant and widely distributed in the Neotropical region. BROWN (2006) revised the Neotropical Megalota and described 21 species; he also transferred to Megalota three species originally placed in other genera. Subsequently, one species was described by RAZOWSKI & LANDRY (2008) from the Galapagos, and in this paper we describe a further four new species. Judging from the studies by AARVIK (2004) Megalota is also common in the Afrotropical region.
All the specimens were collected by the junior author; the types of the newly described species are preserved in the Becker Collection, Camacan, and will ultimately be deposited in one of the Brazilian Museums. Some spare specimens have been kindly donated to the Institute of Systematics and Evolution of Animals, PAS, Kraków.
Note. The numbers cited on the labels of the type material are the entry numbers of the specimens in the register of the above-mentioned collection. Abbreviation: GS -genitalia slide.
process of valva broad with lateral lobe extending from main part; apically spined process accompanied by broad outer terminal lobe (as in the species mentioned); aedeagus long with two small ventro-terminal thorns.
Female genitalia (Fig. 12 ). Postostial sterigma with large helmet-shaped sclerite accompanied by more posterior median fold; antrum very broad, asymmetric, rather well sclerotized, slender proximally; signum weak. (Fig. 2) are slightly different (broader posterior part of dorsobasal process of valva, longer medio-saccular group of setae).
Material examined
The specimen from Ceará differs from those from Minas Gerais and Rio de Janeiro in the much larger posterior process of the sacculus and setae of the medio-saccular group, which are twice as long.
In the facies, the female from Săo Paulo is similar to the male from Minas Gerais. Its female genitalia (Fig. 16 ) may be described as follows: lateral lobes of sterigma broad, rounded apically; antrum cup-shaped, rather well sclerotized, chiefly around the ostium bursae; signum a broad plate with a few small thorns forming a comb. 

Megalota belemana sp. n.
( Fig. 15 ) Diagnosis Closely related to M. longisetana BROWN, 2009 from Costa Rica. M. belemana differs in having the long subterminal fascia of the forewing broad, straight proximally median fascia, and variegate basal area; in female genitalia the antrum and its sclerite are much shorter and the signum is much broader.
Description
Wingspan 16 mm. Head cream brown with slight pinkish hue, labial palpus paler, creamer to middle; thorax brownish with pale brown marks, collar and crest tinged pinkish. Forewing not expanding terminally; costa uniformly convex; termen straight to middle. Ground colour refractive grey bordered cream along the pattern elements, pale cream to rust-coloured in terminal area; costal strigulae cream, divisions brown. Markings brown: basal blotch divided into four rounded spots and elongate dorsal strip; median fascia with browner median marks, irregular posterior edge, and proximal edge slightly concave near middle; subterminal fascia long; elongate spot at apex. Cilia (worn) brownish. Hindwing brown, paler basally; cilia brownish (worn) with brown basal line.
Female genitalia (Fig. 10 ). Lateral arms of sterigma elongate-subtriangular; median area around ostium broad, sclerotized; antrum sclerite long, broadest medially; blade of signum broad, tapering towards apex.
Male not known. Fig. 7 ) but lacertospina has a large group of short spines at the posterior curvature of the dorso-basal process of the valva and a much shorter, stout aedeagus with a terminal thorn. Description Wingspan 15.5 mm. Head and thorax brownish pink with brown marks; labial palpus whitish to beyond middle. Forewing rather not expanding terminad, termen indistinctly convex medially. Ground colour pale brownish pink, browner along dorsum, with leaden marks postmedially; strigulation dense, brown; costal strigulae cream, fine; divisions brown. Markings brown, rust-edged, consisting of postbasal and median fasciae divided into some parts and uniform subterminal fascia. Cilia concolorous with ground colour with brown divisions. Hindwing brown, cilia pinkish brown with brown basal line.
Male genitalia (Fig. 6 ). Uncus broad, short, distinctly concave apically; socius reduced; valva slender with very large dorso-basal process angulated submedially, straight ventrally, with slender posterior half terminating in a strongly transformed seta; large group of short spines at angulation; sacculus short with small group of setae at the end; aedeagus stout, curved subterminally, with small terminal thorn; one cornutus present in vesica.
Female not known. 
Material examined
Etymology
The name refers to the shape of the dorso-basal process of the valva; Latin: lacertusstrong; spina -a spine.
Megalota ochreoapex BROWN, 2009
Material examined Six specimens from Costa Rica (Turrialba III. 1971 and VII. 1981, 600 m) . Remarks This species was described from the same locality and also from the provinces of Alajuela, Guanacaste and San José.
Megalota pastranai BROWN, 2009
( Fig. 22) 
Material examined
One male from Espirito Santo, Brazil (Linhares, 40 m, 5-9. IV. 1992). Remarks The specimen examined differs from the type illustrated by BROWN in the somewhat longer dorso-basal process of the valva and the presence of two long spines at its base, the larger triangular lobe of the sacculus at the distal third of the basal cavity and the larger, dentate termination of the sacculus (Fig. 9) . This species was originally described from Puerto Rico, Missiones, in Argentina.
Megalota platanillana sp. n.
( Fig. 18 ) Diagnosis M. platanillana differs from the similar M. jamaicana BROWN, 2009 in the uniform brownish forewing ground colour, long aedeagus armed with a dorso-subterminal thorn and the large group of long setae at the end of the sacculus. Description Wingspan 17 mm. Head cream brown, labial palpus whitish cream to middle, brown terminally; thorax cream brown scaled brown. Forewing hardly expanding terminally; costa rather weakly convex; termen not oblique, tolerably straight. Ground colour brownish with weak grey, hardly glossy admixture, yellowish brown costa and spots of basal third of wing. Markings dark brown; median fascia atrophied in dorsal third, with a spot at cubital arm of median cell, connected with subterminal fascia by means of elongate mark; apical spot and some costal interruptions brown; tornal blotch elongate, greyer than ground colour; some parts of markings finely edged ochreous. Cilia brown. Hindwing brown, cilia similar. Male genitalia (Fig. 4) . Socius small; valva slender; dorso-basal process of valva long, slender with submedian hairy prominence and terminal spines; sacculus weakly concave submedially; group of long hairs beyond concavity followed by strong group of fairly long setae.
Material examined
Etymology
The specific name refers to the type locality.
Megalota simpliciana BROWN, 2009 Material examined
One male from Costa Rica (Turrialba, 600 m, VII. 1971). Remarks Described from same locality; paratypes from seven provinces of this country.
Megalota spinulosa BROWN, 2009
( Fig. 17) 
Material examined
Three specimens from Costa Rica (Turrialba 600 m, VIII. 1981; 600 m, VII. & XI. 1971) . Remarks This species is described from seven provinces of Costa Rica. Our specimen is illustrated for comparison (male genitalia in Fig. 3 ).
Megalota submicans (WALSINGHAM, 1897)
( Fig. 14) 
Material examined
Five specimens from the British Virgin Islands (Guana Island, 0-80 m, VII. 1987 , X. 1989 . 
Comments
Described from Grenada, West Indies; BROWN (2009) provided the data from Grenada, Dominica and St. Lucia. He mentioned the specimens from Mexico and Argentina as doubtful submicans. We have one example from Rio de Janeiro, Brazil (Parq. National Itatyaya, 2400 m, 18. X. 1985). It differs from the specimens from the West Indies in the shorter end of the sacculus. We are unable to determine its specific position.
BROWN (2009) redescribed this species as having a brownish ground colour and a redbrown costal blotch; in his Figure 1 (the holotype) it has a more yellow-brown shade and a browner costal blotch, but the descriptions may be subjective. Our specimens are cream grey with brownish grey and grey forewing markings. The type has not been dissected so we are unable to compare the genitalia. In the male illustrated by BROWN the end of sacculus is long whilst in our specimens ( Fig. 1 ) it is short, rounded apically, and armed with a hair and (the right-hand sacculus) two terminal spines. Our females have a rather large median postostial lobe of the sterigma. The above differences probably display the extent of variation in this species.
Megalota vulgaris BROWN, 2006
Material examined Four specimens from Costa Rica (Turrialba, 600 m, VII. 1971 , IX. 1972 , XI. 1971 . Remarks Originally this species was known from five provinces of Costa Rica (incl. Cartago). The two specimens examined from Bahia, Brazil (Bonito 1000 m, 25.IV. 1991) and Goias (Formosa 800 m, 22.IX. 1984) are most probably conspecific with the Costa Rica population.
